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An Innovative Service Delivery in the School Setting  
Speaker: Patricia Levitt, MA, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
The innovative service delivery program concurrently addresses a number of educational and practical challenges associated with 
enriching children’s experiences and reading readiness skills. In particular, this program addresses workload, caseload and collaborative 
challenges for SLPs.  It is hands-on and practical; it can be efficiently implemented with a large student caseload at any school. The 
program is focused on enriching students in experiences, social skills and reading readiness. It is actionable and scalable, depending on the 
size and diversity of the school population.  Essentially no costs or additional resources are required. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe the “Guest Greeter” innovative service delivery program.     
2) List ways the “Guest Greeter” program improves the SLP’s workload and caseload with limited cost or resources. 
3)  Discuss modes wherein this approach adds collaborative time between the SLP and staff, students and parents during existing 

assigned duties such as “bus duty”. 
 

Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists.  
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
 
Is Language-Disordered Students' Reading Comprehension Affected by Hypertext? 
Speaker: Hannah Leicher, BSEd; Crystal Randolph, PhD, CCC-SLP;  
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Technology in the classroom has increased; therefore, the use of reading hypertext (i.e., electronic text) has increased. Previous research 
found that hypertext could interfere with encoding and decoding processes. The purpose of this study was to determine if reading 
comprehension is affected when using hypertext versus printed text with a child with a language delay. Reading passages were read aloud 
in printed text and hypertext. Reading comprehension was measured using comprehension questions, story retell, and reading miscues. 
The results revealed inconclusive findings similar to previous studies. This study may inform SLPs of the different effects of printed text 
versus hypertext. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Define hypertext. 
2) Discuss differences in hypertext versus printed text. 
3) Compare the effects of hypertext versus printed text. 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists.  
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
 
 
 



 
 
ICE (In Case of Emergency) Identification for Vulnerable Special People  
Speaker: Jean Kropa, MEd, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Some brain injured survivors appear normal, but their thinking and reactions under stress, are not normal. In a crisis, they can behave 
inappropriately. They need identification, so that First Responders will know what to expect. Clients with other diagnoses have some brain 
damage, thus can benefit by having ICE identification. Specific diagnoses, and appropriate, specific forms of ID will be presented. 
Attendees will be encouraged to "ID" vulnerable clients. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Identify the appropriate form of Identification is appropriate for Special population clients. 
2) Select which behaviors under stress that First Responders should be made aware. 
3) By including specific information (like Diagnosis and contact name and phone) the allied health providers will benefit survivors, 

caregivers, and First Responders. 
 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists.  
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
 
The Effect of Monaurally versus Binaurally Presented Music on Reading Comprehension  
Speaker: Katelyn Presnell, BS; Matthew Carter, PhD, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Previous research has indicated altered auditory feedback can improve reading abilities. Specifically, research proves children with 
reading disorders benefit from music being played binaurally during reading comprehension.  These results were thought to be due to 
participants making a familiar song into a speech-based code. This helped the participants gain access to the phonological system.  
Therefore, the well-known melody could have occupied the auditory channel, allowing the participant to take advantage of less impaired 
information.  In this study, a nine-year-old child in the fourth grade with receptive and expressive language impairment, who exhibited 
reading comprehension difficulties, was assessed to determine if music could improve reading comprehension abilities.  The participant in 
the study was presented with reading comprehension passages from the Woodcock Reading Mastery Tests, Third Edition (WRMT-III) while 
listening to a familiar melody monaurally. Overall, results revealed that reading comprehension improved when music was presented to 
the right ear versus the left.  The difference between the standard scores was 17 points.  This may suggest that music played to the right 
ear activated language areas of the left hemisphere where they were previously under activated.  Music played to the left ear may have 
caused a decline in comprehension because there was an over stimulation in the right hemisphere. This information could help Speech-
Language Pathologists better treat clients with reading difficulties. In future studies, it may be necessary to compare the right ear’s 
response to music during reading comprehension compared to a binaural presentation of music. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Associate music and reading comprehension. 
2) Identify reading disorder characteristics. 
3) Conclude if music helps reading comprehension.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Predicting Oral Reading Comprehension Abilities 
Speaker: Taylor Struble, BSEd 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
This study was concerned with predicting reading comprehension abilities by examining standardized test scores from commonly 
administered tests of reading abilities. A linear regression model was utilized for analysis of the results, which indicated the WRMT-III 
Word Identification subtest was the best indicator of reading comprehension scores on the GORT-5. Thus, the ability to read words 
accurately by sight word processes exhibited the highest relation to reading comprehension. The results of this study indicate that the 
administration of the WRMT-III Word Identification subtest can allow for a more accurate indication of reading comprehension versus 
administration of multiple standardized tests. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Discuss single-word reading. 
2) Describe reading comprehension.  
3) Describe the difficulties in assessment of reading comprehension.  
4) Develop an assessment plan to assess reading abilities of students with suspected reading difficulties.  

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
Understanding Changes in Student Clinical Independence and Progression through a Graduate Training Program  
Speaker: Sarah Waters, BS; Laura Plexico, Phd, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Variance in supervisor-supervisee perceptions and practice effectiveness, along with the gaps in the literature regarding overall clinician 
development, indicates the need for more information regarding the development and perspectives of a student clinician. Interviews 
were conducted with graduate students in a speech-language pathology master’s program. Qualitative methods were used to evaluate 
the relationship between supervisor feedback and student clinical performance. Self-determination theory will be used to categorize and 
understand the changes in clinician independence and performance level. This theoretical model will outline the progression of student 
expectations and needs required for students to feel successful throughout their graduate training. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe factors that influence changes in student clinical independence. 
2) Discuss the relationship between self-determination theory and clinical performance. 
3) Describe themes of the proposed theoretical model. 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: Laura Plexico is a co-author and receives royalties for a text: Diagnosis and Evaluation in SLP. 
Non-Financial: Laura Plexico serves on the board of directors for the National Stuttering Association. 
Sarah Waters serves as a volunteer member of GSHA's public relations and student affairs committees. 
  
Graduate Clinicians? Preferences for On Campus Supervisory Methods  
Speaker: Melissa Carter, MS, CCC-SLP; Crystal Randolph, PhD, CCC-SLP; Lora Backes, MS, CCC-SLP; Lorena Cole, MEd, CCC-SLP;  Karen 
Noll, MA, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Numerous research studies have been conducted to investigate methods of providing supervision during graduate clinician's clinical 
experiences. However, two issues arise from previous methodologies. Previous methodologies do not incorporate student opinions 
regarding the manner in which they are supervised. More importantly, studies that have investigated student opinions have focused upon 



manners of knowledge acquisition. The current study focuses on fundamental aspects of the supervisory relationship such as the types of 
feedback, the type of instruction, the frequency of assessments, the manner in which students are supervised, and the type and 
frequency of required paperwork. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Identify strengths and weaknesses of supervisory methods/techniques. 
2) Identify graduate clinician’s preferences for particular supervisory methods/techniques. 
3) Identify variables associated with graduate clinician’s supervisory preferences. 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
The Effects of Masking on Accent Modification  
Speaker: Sierra Harvilla, BSEd 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
The purpose of this study was to examine if a native Mexican Spanish speaker would improve productions of the /s/ phoneme if auditory 
feedback was removed during accent modification treatment. Auditory feedback was altered through the implementation of masking. The 
English production of the /s/ phoneme in the initial, medial, and final positions of words was targeted. The correct productions were 
measured for four sessions. Results revealed the participant produced a decline in correct productions of the /s/ phoneme when under 
the presence of masking; suggesting the presence of normal auditory feedback may be most beneficial during accent modification 
treatment. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe the basic process of articulation and the relationship it has with proprioception. 
2) Describe the proprioceptive treatment approach, PROMPT, in regards to accent modification treatment. 
3) Differentiate between the contrastive approach and the segmental approach to accent modification treatment. 
4) Define delayed auditory feedback and list three different ways to implement delayed auditory feedback. 
5) Describe the experimental condition of masking as well as describe different ways to implement masking during accent 

modification treatment. 
 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
The Effect of Hearing Loss on Second Language Comprehension 
Speakers: Christina Matta, BSEd; Matthew Carter, PhD, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Second language comprehension is a complex process, and hearing loss has the potential to additionally impact comprehension. The 
purpose of this study was to determine if hearing loss exhibits a greater effect on second language comprehension. This study used the 
Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals Fourth Edition in English and Spanish with either normal hearing or dampened hearing. Four 
comparisons were conducted between these different conditions, and higher mean accuracy proportions were obtained in the non-
dampened conditions (50.65) than in the dampened conditions (9.50). Results indicated that hearing loss has a similar effect on both first 
and second language comprehension. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1)  Describe the basic process of language comprehension. 
2) List four appropriate manners to assess the effect of hearing loss on second language comprehension.  
3) Differentiate between difficulties associated with second language processing and comprehension. 



4) Identify the effect of hearing loss on first and second language comprehension. 
 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
Utterance Production in Nonverbal Children With Autism  
Speakers: Lauren Funderburg, BS 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Autism spectrum disorder or ASD is a neurological disorder characterized by impairments in language, communication, and social 
interactions, as well as, having limited interests and stereotypical behaviors (LaRue, Weiss, & Cable, 2009). There is a lack of research on 
whether or not an interventionist’s language complexity affects the language produced by a child with autism. The purpose of this study is 
to determine whether a more complex or a less complex linguistic output of an interventionist will allow a nonverbal child with autism to 
produce more utterances. Therefore, this study investigated whether presenting different linguistic complexities during a joint attention 
activity would change the amount of utterances produced by the child. The experiment concluded that when more linguistically complex 
language is presented to a nonverbal child with autism more utterances were produced. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1)  Differentiate between verbal and nonverbal. 
2) Identify three advantages to more linguistically complex language output. 
3) Identify the type of linguistic output to use with a nonverbal child with autism. 
 

Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
Working Memory Deficits in Individuals with Aphasia  
Speaker: Emily Bowen, BS; Nicole Hewitt, BS; Kristen Marshall, BS; Maria Smith, BSEd  
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Aphasia is a family of acquired neurogenic language disorders that affect all language modalities. Presence of symptoms and degree of 
severity manifest differently for each individual presenting with Aphasia. There is a general agreement that adults with aphasia present 
with a working memory deficit that contributes to their language processing impairments. Direct, Indirect, and/or Client-Centered 
treatment approaches should be individually tailored to the client and specific intervention target goals. The purpose of this presentation 
is to inform speech-language pathologists of working memory deficits presenting in individuals with Aphasia and the important clinical 
implications for treatment in regards to these deficits. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe the working memory and its components and how they relate to individuals with Aphasia.  
2) Identify the role that Speech-Language Pathologists play in screening, assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of persons with 

Aphasia.  
3) Identify evidenced based treatment approaches for targeting working memory deficits in those presenting with Aphasia. 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
 
 
 
 
  



Effects of Executive Dysfunction on Language in School-aged Children with Autism  
Speaker: Elizabeth Grant, BS; Cheri Barclay, BS; Emily Lewis, BA; Lisa Savchenko, BS 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Estimates of children diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) are steadily rising each year. These children are at risk for 
communication deficiencies, as they may exhibit deficits in neuropsychological processes enabling physical, cognitive, and emotional self-
control. Due to variance amongst Executive Functions (EF) affected, Executive Function is not considered a defining feature of ASD and 
treatment is largely ignored. This oversight has significant implications for the 80 percent of individuals with ASD who display these 
dysfunctions (Wertz, 2012). This presentation examines EF in autism through two developmental perspectives, distinguishing the role of 
the Speech-Language Pathologist in cultivating affected skills. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Contrast three executive functions in typically developing children to their atypical or delayed development in children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

2) Discern the role of the Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP) in assessment and treatment of executive functions in children on the 
autism spectrum.  

3) Identify members of a multi-disciplinary team and their specialties in working with children with executive function deficit on the 
autism spectrum. 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
Executive Functioning and Acquired Brain Injuries in the Pediatric Population  
Speaker: Leslie Wall, BS; Andrea Amszynski, BS; Shalli Davis, BSEd; Rita Massie, BS 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Acquired Brain Injury has become the leading cause of death and disability in children under the age of 15. Results indicate that pediatric 
populations with ABI experience deficits in inhibition, emotional control, and social skills. Many of these children are deemed eligible to 
receive special education services under IDEA. Under this Act, Speech-Language Pathologists serve as a member of the child’s 
multidisciplinary team. The purpose of this presentation is to inform Speech-Language Pathologists of the importance of their role in the 
recovery process of children who have an acquired brain injury. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) List the components of executive functioning that are likely to be affected by an acquired brain injury in school-aged children. 
2) Describe strategies to aid in the development of executive functioning in school-aged children with acquired brain injuries. 
3) List a variety of acquired brain injuries that are likely to occur in the pediatric population. 
4) Identify members of the multidisciplinary team that SLPs are likely to collaborate with when caring for pediatric clients with ABI 

and summarize each role. 
 

Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
 
The Effects of Magnesium on Vocal Qualities in a Woman Susceptible to Hypothyroidism  
Speaker: Grace Gonzalez, BSEd; Mary Gorham-Rowan, PhD, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of magnesium on vocal qualities in a woman susceptible to hypothyroidism. It was 
hypothesized that if a participant, who is susceptible to hypothyroidism, takes a daily oral dosage of magnesium, then the vocal qualities 



of that participant will show improvements. Voice recordings were taken to determine fundamental frequency, jitter, shimmer, loudness, 
and noise to harmonic ratio. Baseline and post experimental recordings were obtained 19 days apart. The results revealed an increase in 
fundamental frequency in connected speech, which was determined to be perceptually noticeable. No other notable differences were 
found. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe how voice is produced. 
2) List factors that affect vocal qualities.  
3) Describe the effects of magnesium on the symptoms of hypothyroidism that influence voice.  
4) Describe the implications of magnesium in voice therapy and identify the type of voice clients these implications would benefit. 

 
Virtual Audiology Training for CSD Undergraduates  
Speaker: Kayla Lane; Ted Johnson, CCC-AUD 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Virtual training in clinical settings is becoming more widely utilized. This poster looks at virtual training programs for hearing screening in 
an undergraduate CSD program. The outcomes of a pilot study are discussed. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Have a better understanding of virtual training concepts. 
2) Look at how one virtual training program has been used in an undergraduate setting. 
3) Examine the outcomes of a pilot study of a virtual audiology training program. 

 
 
9:15 AM – 10:15 AM  
   
Readability and its Effects on Standardized Assessment Outcomes  
Speaker: April Ward; Mara Charles; Crystal Randolph, PhD, CCC-SLP; Amanda Barlow; Corine Myers-Jennings, PhD, CCC-SLP; Ruth Renee 

Hannibal, PhD, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Readability describes a reader’s ease in understanding written text.  When the readability of text on standardized measurements do not 
match the intended grade level, results cannot be considered accurate.  Therefore, students’ knowledge of particular content may be 
misinterpreted, which could prevent them from being promoted to the next grade level or could result in an incorrect diagnosis 
concerning reading ability.  Because speech-language pathologists often use standardized measurements to diagnose literacy deficits, it is 
important to ascertain if the readability of commonly used standardized measurements are valid and reliable.  The readability of three 
standardized assessments was calculated using three readability tools. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Identify the significance of readability 
2) Name factors that affect readability 
3) Identify formulas and online programs to calculate readability 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: Valdosta State University, Assistant Professor, and the recipient of a travel award to attend the convention. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
Ethnographic Interviews: A Practical Guide For SLPs and Students  
Speakers: Haley Parker, Jairus Matthews, PhD, CCC-SLP.   
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 



 
Abstract: 
Ethnographic interviewing has been proposed as a more culturally competent and sensitive method of gathering assessment data for 
culturally and linguistically diverse clients than some other traditional models of assessment such as standardized testing (Haynes & 
Pinzola, 2012). However, this method is frequently misunderstood due to the lack of research specific to communication disorders and the 
lack of training in many graduate programs. Using a literature review from the fields of counseling, psychology, education, social work, 
and speech-language pathology, this presentation offers practical tips for how to conduct ethnographic interviews, including the goals, 
barriers, types of questions, and facilitation techniques.   
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe how ethnographic interviews are different from traditional interviews. 
2) Discuss how ethnographic interviews facilitate cultural competence in assessment and treatment. 
3) Demonstrate how to incorporate ethnographic interviews into the assessment and treatment process.   

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
 
 
 
 
 
A Model to Enhance Patient's Medical Communication  
Speaker: Jean Kropa, MEd, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
This is a Model to enhance a person's level of communicating Medical and Personal Health Information to Health Professionals.  This 
Research Model evolved during 3 year self-study: After careful documentation of a person, a detailed plan is constructed, to 1. Teach 
documentation skills, 2. Reduce stressors and teach compensations and relaxation, 3. Provide a "cookbook" sequence to communicate 
with less tension 4. The Professional will present the Best options of Personal Identifications, and help secure these for In Case of 
Emergency (ICE) situations when the person CANNOT communicate. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) The Professional will teach the patient/client/person what the elements of good documentation are: Keep documentation in One 
book, record the day (time of day) of symptoms..phone-name-summary of conversations.., write questions as they arise (with 
space for answers), take the book to appointments, and Ask+ record responses. 

2) The Professional will Identify Stressors, and 1. Work with the person to eliminate those that can change, 2. Teach strategies to 
have fewer reactions to other stressors, 3. Teach simple Relaxation activities; with less tensions Communication is more 
effective. 

3) The Professional will Over-Teach the most effective modes, so that habituation of Sequences is a Cookbook "reaction". 
4) The Professional will identify the person's physical, speech, emotional deficit skills, and match the best compensatory forms (at 

least 2 forms of In Case of Emergency (ICE) Identification) which WILL BE USED by the person.  
5) The Professional will follow-through the Enhancement of Communication of Medical and Health Care Professionals by aiding the 

family of the Person, or the Person to secure the ICE Identifications. 
 

Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
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Phonological Awareness in Children with Dyslexia  
Speakers: Erica Brode, BS; Rachael DeLashmit, BS; Lauren Pigott, BS 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Dyslexia is a learning disorder characterized by poor literacy skills affecting 15-20% of U.S. schoolchildren. The Phonological Deficit 
Hypothesis is the prevailing model which posits that the underlying cause of dyslexia is impaired phonological processing, which includes 
the skill of phonological awareness. The purpose of this presentation is to inform Speech-Language Pathologists of the phonology-based 
deficit of dyslexia and - as experts in language development - their specialist role in the prevention, identification, assessment and 
intervention of dyslexia. SLPs should augment learning environments, increase teacher and caregiver knowledge about phonological 
processing, and implement effective treatment for dyslexia. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to 

1) List consequences, both primary and secondary, of dyslexia. 
2) Define phonological awareness and identify phonological awareness training techniques. 
3) Arrange the levels of hierarchy in systematic phonological instruction. 
4) Name informal and formal measures used in determining phonological deficits. 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
 
Examining Theory of Mind Differences Amongst Typically Developing Children, Low Functioning and High Functioning Children with 
Autism  
Speaker: Rachel Beattie, BS; Deborah Nicole Grant, BS; Ashley Jones, BS; Kendall Roe, BS 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
According to ASHA, the number of individuals with autism has increased to 1 in 68 individuals (2010). This causes implications for Speech-
Language Pathologists in several areas, including Theory of Mind deficits. The range of these deficits varies according to degree of 
diagnosis. Individuals with these deficits may benefit from intervention from Speech-Language Pathologists and collaboration with a 
multidisciplinary team. The purpose of this presentation is to inform Speech-Language Pathologists of the importance of their profession 
in regards to intervention and treatment for Theory of Mind deficits in individuals diagnoses along the autism spectrum. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Differentiate profiles of typically developing children and individuals across the autism spectrum and their effects on Theory of 
Mind. 

2) Identify the differences of individuals with low functioning autism and individuals with high functioning autism and their effects 
on Theory of Mind. 

3) Identify implications for Speech-Language Pathologists and discuss their role in assessment, therapy, and collaboration. 
 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 



  
Social Media for Speech Language Pathologists  
Speakers: Meredith Avren, MEd, CCC-SLP; Heidi Britz, CCC-SLP  
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Social media is becoming an increasingly popular way to communicate. Social media platforms such as Facebook and Instagram can be 
used to share therapy ideas, voice concerns about our profession, and collaborate with other SLPs. The American Speech-Language 
Hearing Association has become more involved in social media in recent years, maintaining both a Facebook page and an Instagram 
account that is uses to communicate with members and students. Fulton County speech-language pathologists were surveyed before and 
after seeing a presentation on ways to use social media for professional collaboration. We hypothesized that collaboration between 
professionals in the field would increase after learning about online groups of SLPs and ways to communicate through them. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) List three social media platforms that can be used by Speech Pathologists. 
2) Use two social media platforms to contact the American Speech-Language Hearing Association 
3) Use hashtags to find speech therapy ideas on Instagram 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: Heidi Britz writes a blog, SmartmouthSLP and has a Teachers Pay Teachers store under the same name Meredith Avren has 
a speech therapy apparel company Peachie Speechie and a Teachers Pay Teachers store under the same name. 
  
Assessing Self-Regulation and Executive Function in Preschool-Aged Children  
Speaker: Ashley Camon, BS; Matthew Carter, PhD, CCC-SLP  
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Self-regulation and executive function (EF) skills become important for young children entering the formal school setting, being that these 
skills have been identified as early predictors of academic success. The present study examined the validity and reliability of the Head-
Toes-Knees-Shoulders (HTKS) task for assessment of EF and self-regulation skills within the preschool-aged population. EF and self-
regulation skills were measured by comparing 2-year-old children’s EF and self-regulation skills to the skills of prekindergarten and 
kindergarten children used in a previous study. Results indicated that the HTKS task could examine the use of EF and self-regulation skills 
in totality. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe the basic process of executive function and self-regulation. 
2) Differentiate between executive function and self-regulation processes.  
3) List three appropriate manners to assess executive function and self-regulation skills within the preschool-aged children 

population. 
4) Compare 2-year-old children?s executive function and self-regulation skills to the skills of both prekindergarten and 

kindergarten used in a previous study. 
 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
The Effects of the LSVT on Vocal Quality on an Adolescent with Parkinsonian-Like Symptoms  
Speaker: Jade Dampier, BSEd 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
 
 



Abstract: 
The purpose of this study was to assess the effectiveness the LSVT program had on an adolescent’s vocal quality that was diagnosed with 
Parkinsonian like symptoms. The treatment was implemented over the course of three weeks with a total of twelve sessions. The 
participant’s sound pressure levels were obtained prior to and immediately after her treatment sessions. Results from the pre-treatment 
session were averaged and compared to results from the post-treatment session. The results from this study revealed that when 
implementing the LSVT program the participant experienced an increase in her vocal loudness following treatment. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Recognize the effectiveness the LSVT program has upon an adolescent experiencing Parkinsonian like symptoms.  
2) Identify limitations that may arise when treating an adolescent who experiences Parkinsonian like symptoms.  
3) Recognize the importance of implementing the LSVT program for future adolescent clients experiencing Parkinson's disease or 

Parkinsonian like symptoms. 
 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
  
The Effects of Caffeine on Premenopausal and Postmenopausal Women’s Cepstral Measures of Voice  
Speaker: Ashley Fowler, BSEd; Mary Gorham-Rowan, PhD, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
The current study examined the effects of caffeine on vocal production in premenopausal versus postmenopausal women using cepstral 
measured analysis. These measures included CPP, CPP F0, and L/H Ratio. Eight female participants (4 premenopausal and 4 
postmenopausal) recited from a passage for three trials. After completion, coffee was ingested, and the passage was reread. CPP, CPP F0, 
and L/H Ratio were averaged for each individual's trials. A median was established for pre-/post-caffeine ingestion for analysis. Results 
showed no statistical difference in measures of either group. This study concluded that caffeine doesn't affect vocal production differently 
in premenopausal and postmenopausal women.       
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe the effects of caffeine on voice. 
2) Describe the effects of hormones on the voice. 
3) Describe the effects of pre-menopause and post-menopause on the voice.  
4) Define the cepstral measures: CPP, CPP F0, and L/H Ratio. 

 
Disclosures: 
Financial: No relevant financial relationship exists. 
Non-Financial: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 
 
The Effects of Expressiveness on Language Comprehension in Children with SLI  
Speaker: Morgan Johnson, BS; Matthew Carter, PhD, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
The purpose of this study was to determine if prekindergarten children with specific language impairment (SLI) could benefit in areas of 
memory and language comprehension of narratives through increased expressiveness. Previous research has shown that children 
between the ages of 4 and 5 are able to better comprehend oral storybook readings when they are read with varying levels of pitch and 
intonation. Since children with SLI have difficulty in the comprehension of language, it was of interest to determine if the benefits of 
varying pitch levels affected comprehension in this population as well. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe the three major rule language-governing categories proposed by Bloom and Lahey (1978), and their subcategories.  
2) Explain the differences in rate by which children with specific language impairment acquire language. 



3) Describe how suprasegmental aspects of speech add meaning and increase understanding of a spoken message. 
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Foreign Accent Syndrome- A Review of the Literature  
Speaker: Erin Cummins, BA; Jacqueline Laures-Gore, PhD, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
Due to its rarity, foreign accent syndrome (FAS) is a frequently misunderstood and understudied syndrome. Since its original description in 
1947, approximately 60 cases have been presented in the literature. There remains controversy surrounding FAS, specifically its 
pathophysiology, classification, and its possible qualification as a conversion disorder. Although there are relatively few reported cases of 
FAS, assessment and treatment approaches have been suggested. This poster presents a review of the literature relevant to FAS including  
description of its characteristics, information on pertinent controversies, assessment, and treatment approaches. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Identify the characteristics of foreign accent syndrome. 
2) Describe the controversies surrounding foreign accent syndrome. 
3) Explain how to complete a comprehensive assessment for an individual with suspected foreign accent syndrome. 
4) Generate treatment approaches for an individual with foreign accent syndrome. 
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Influence of a Thickened Liquid Diet on Visuospatial Abilities  
Speaker: Elizabeth Melton, BS 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
One of the most common ways to decrease the risk for medical complications in dysphagia is to modify a patient’s diet to thickened 
liquids. While thickened liquid diets may help reduce the negative effects of dysphagia, there is evidence to suggest that they are 
associated with dehydration, secondary to reduced liquid intake. Dehydration is known to cause a decrease in cognitive functions, such as 
memory and visuospatial awareness. However, the relationship between thickened liquids, dehydration, and visuospatial awareness is 
unknown. The purpose of this study was to determine whether drinking only thickened liquids for 48 hours would affect the visuospatial 
skills of normal adults. Ten men and women, ranging in age from 18-28 years, served as participants. Their performance on a pre- and 
post-visuospatial task was compared to that of a control group. The visuospatial abilities of normal adults were affected by a 48-hour 
thickened liquid diet. This work has important implications regarding the relationship between thickened liquid diets and cognition. 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Identify the relationship between thickened liquid diets and visuospatial abilities. 
2) Summarize the negative affect of thickened liquid diets on visuospatial abilities of normal adults. 
3) Justify alternative options to thickened liquid diets for individuals with dysphagia. 
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The Connection between Drama, Language, Literacy, and Cognition in Latino Preschool Dual Language Learners  
Speaker: Eliana Rodriguez, BSEd 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
This study examines the relationship between drama, language, literacy, and cognition in Latino dual language learners (DLLs). The sample 
consists of 75 three- and four-year-old children who come from low socioeconomic status (SES) backgrounds. Children participated in 
drama workshops provided by the Alliance Theatre Institute for Educators and Teaching Artists that focused on infusing drama strategies 
in the classroom. Measures: (1) Drama Survey (Farran, 2012); (2) Home Language and Literacy Questionnaire (Farran, 2014); (3) The 
MacArthur-Bates Communicative Development Inventories (MCDI; Fenson et al, 2007); and (4) The Behavior Rating Inventory of Executive 
Function- Preschool Version (BRIEF-P; Gioia, Espy, and Isquith, 2003). Regression analyses revealed associations among parent beliefs 
about the importance of using drama and parents.  Home language and literacy practices, as well as children’s language, literacy, and 
cognitive outcomes.  Findings indicate the importance of Drama in impacting the academic and developmental outcomes of Latino DLLs. 
Implications for research and clinical practice with DLLs who are at risk for language and literacy delays are discussed.   
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Learn about current language and literacy research with preschool dual language learners. 
2) Learn about cumulative risk factors associated with DLL status (first and second language exposure; poor oral language; and in 

certain cases low SES).  
3) Learn about drama as a communication tool that enhances language (especially pragmatics) skills in children who have limited 

command of their second language (i.e., English).   
4) Understand the relationship between home language and literacy practices and academic and developmental outcomes in 

preschool DLLs 
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Communication and Symbolic Behavior Scales (CSBS-DP) as a guide for Evidence-Based Intervention: The Case of a Minimally Verbal 
Child with Autism  
Speaker: Katie Montgomery, BS; Samina Sattar, BA; Lama Farran, PhD, CCC-SLP 
Room: Classroom 129 
CE: 0.25 
 
Abstract: 
The purpose of this study is to examine the use of the Communication and Symbolic Behavior Scales Developmental Profile (CSBS- DP; 
Wetherby & Prizant, 2002) in the assessment of a minimally verbal child with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).  Data from the assessment 
is used to guide communication and language intervention, which consists of a combination of  (a) Pivotal Response Training (PRT; Koegel, 
Koegel, Harrower & Carter, 1999), which is an empirically supported intervention for children with ASD; and (b) joint attention (Kasari, 
Freeman, and Parpella, 2006). 
 
Objectives: 
As a result of this course, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe the purpose of the CSBS- DP as an assessment tool for children with autism and other developmental delays.  
2) Describe the advantages and disadvantages of administering the CSBS- DP to a child with ASD who is significantly 

developmentally delayed.  
3) Identify the utility of using the CSBS- DP assessment results to guide Pivotal Response Treatment (PRT) and Joint attention (JA) 

intervention, which is a naturalistic, empirically-supported intervention for children with ASD. 
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